

The Gippsland Lakes fishery

The Gippsland Lakes fishery
An overview
The Gippsland Lakes are a network of lakes, marshes and lagoons in east Gippsland, covering an area of about 354 square kilometres. The waterway is collectively fed by the Avon-Perry, Latrobe, Mitchell, Nicholson and Tambo rivers and a number of smaller creeks and comprises several large lakes including Lake Wellington, Lake King and Lake Victoria. 
The region supports a range of natural values important to fisheries resources and is home to several commercial and recreational fisheries. Fishing in the Lakes provides significant value to recreational and commercial fishers, consumers of commercially caught fish and the broader local community. Both sectors are economically important to the region.
Commercial fishing in Gippsland Lakes 
Commercial fishing in Gippsland Lakes is authorised under a number of commercial fishing licences. Those that use nets to harvest fish include Gippsland Lakes Fishery Access Licences, Gippsland Lakes (Bait) Fishery Access Licences and Eel Fishery Access Licences.
There are currently ten Gippsland Lakes Fishery Access Licence holders who use a range of methods (mostly mesh and haul seine nets) to harvest a range of species, ten Gippsland Lakes (Bait) Fishery Access Licence holders who use dip and seine nets (and other equipment) to harvest species such as anchovies, spider crabs, bass yabby and marine worms and two Eel Fishery Access Licence holders who use fyke nets to catch long and short finned eels. 
Commercial catch and value
The annual catch of all species by commercial fishers in the Gippsland Lakes since the 1978/79 fishing season can be seen in Figure 1. Since 2000/01, the current Gippsland Lakes Fishery Access Licence holders have taken around 200 tonnes of fish per year. The landed value of this harvest is approximately $1.1 million annually (based on data from 2000/01 to 2010/11).


Figure 1. Annual catch of all species by commercial fishers in the Gippsland Lakes since 1978/79.
The main species taken by the current Gippsland Lakes Fishery Access Licence holders in order of decreasing annual catch are: black bream, tailor, yellow-eye mullet, dusky flathead, European carp, luderick and eastern king prawn. The average annual catch of the seven major species caught by the current Gippsland Lakes Fishery Access Licence holders since the 2000/01 fishing season can be seen in Figure 2.


Figure 2. Average annual catch of the five major species caught by the current Gippsland Lakes Fishery Access Licence holders since 2000/01.
The current Gippsland Lakes Fishery Access Licence holders use a range of methods to catch different species. The percentage of catch taken by since 2000/01 by each fishing method used can be seen in Figure 3. Around 69% of the annual catch is taken by some form of mesh net, 16% by haul seine and 5% by prawn stake net. 


Figure 3. Percentage of catch by fishing method used by the current Gippsland Lakes Fishery Access Licence holders since 2000/01.

The Gippsland Lakes are divided into 13 fishing areas (area codes) for which commercial fishers are required to report their catch monthly to the Victorian Government (see Figure 4).

Figure 4. Map of the Gippsland Lakes commercial fishing area codes.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The average annual catch since the 2000/01 fishing season by the current ten Gippsland Lakes Fishery Access Licence holders for the major fishing areas in the Gippsland Lakes can be seen in Figure 5 (catches from several area codes are not presented as they were not significant contributors to commercial fishing activity).


Figure 5. Average annual catch by the current Gippsland Lakes Fishery Access Licence holders by area code since 2000/01.

Management controls on commercial fishing
Commercial fishers in the Gippsland Lakes are regulated by a number of management controls detailed in the Fisheries Regulations 2009. These rules include size limits, gear restrictions and area closures. The area closures include a general prohibition on the use of commercial fishing nets within 400 meters of the mouth of any river, creek or stream. This prohibition applies to all commercial fishing licences. 
Gippsland Lakes Fishery Access Licence holders are also not permitted to use commercial fishing equipment within 400 metres of any part of the mouth of any river flowing into the Gippsland Lakes or Tom Roberts Creek, Toms Creek, Salt Creek or Maringa Creek. There are also a number of other places throughout the Lakes where Gippsland Lakes Fishery Access Licence holders are not permitted to use commercial fishing equipment. 
A number of licence holders also abide by the Victorian Bays and Inlets Fisheries Association Environmental Management System.
Recreational fishing in Gippsland Lakes
The Gippsland Lakes is highly valued destination for recreational fishers, providing a wide range of fishing opportunities to keen anglers. Recreational fishers are subject to a range of management controls including size and bag limits and gear restrictions. However, so popular is recreational fishing in the Lakes, that on an annual basis, recreational catch may be equal to or exceed that of the commercial sector for some species. 
For example, the most recent estimate of Victorian recreational black bream catch, from the National Indigenous and Recreational Fishery Survey for 2000-2001, is approximately 203 tonnes, of which approximately fifty percent was caught in the Gippsland Lakes (i.e. around 100 tonnes). This compares to an average annual commercial harvest of black bream of around 60 tonnes. To better understand the extent of the recreational catch, Fisheries Victoria is planning to undertake studies to further quantify the recreational harvest of key fish species. 
A recent Ernst and Young report highlighted the economic contribution of recreational fishing to the Victorian economy, with expenditure by recreational fishers in the Gippsland region during 2013/14 estimated at $381 million.
Sustainability of the resource
The Status of Australian Fish Stocks Report 2014 lists recreational and commercial fishing for dusky flathead and tailor in Victoria as sustainable. 
A stock assessment of black bream by Fisheries Victoria in 2012 found that the Gippsland Lakes stock were stable, although at a lower level of productivity compared to the 1970s and 1980s. 
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