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DISCLAIMER

This publication may be of assistance to you, but the Victorian Fisheries
Authority, State of Victoria and its employees do not guarantee that the
publication is without flaw of any kind or is wholly appropriate for your
particular purposes and therefore disclaims all liability for any error, loss or
other consequences which may arise from you relying on any information in
this publication.

This publication is a guide only, it does not replace the Fisheries Act 1995,
the Fisheries Regulations 2019 or other Acts and subordinate legislation
applying to or affecting commercial fishing.

Copies of the Act and Regulations can be downloaded from www.legislation.
vic.gov.au

This guide provides a summary the law at the time of publication and cannot
be used as a defence in court.

Fishing laws change from time to time. It is your responsibility to ensure
you are acting within the law.

It is the responsibility of fishers to be aware of any changes that are made to
fisheries rules and regulations. You can do this by:

m routinely checking the Fisheries Notices on Victorian Fisheries Authority
website (www.vfa.vic.gov.au/operational-policy/legislation-and-regulation/
fisheries-notices)

B in respect to rock lobster fishing, contact the rock lobster fishery manager
or

m discuss any queries with your local compliance officers.

Published by Victorian Fisheries Authority
2023 (Edition 2).
© VFA

For more information contact Customer Service Centre on 186 386
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ROCK LOBSTER SUPPLEMENT

This guide provides a summary and clarifies the specific
management arrangements that apply to Commercial Rock
Lobster Licence holders and operators. This supplement

is to be read in conjunction with Commercial Fishers User

Guide.

Legal framework

Legislation

Legislative requirements for the Rock Lobster fishery are detailed in the
Fisheries Act 1995, the Fisheries Regulations 2019 and Fisheries (Fees,
Royalties and Levies) Regulations 2008. Fisheries Notices may also
implement management arrangements that supplement or vary current
regulations.

It is your responsibility to familiarise yourselves with these documents
and regularly check if any changes have been made to the management
arrangements of the fishery.

Management plan

The Victorian Government's primary objective for the Rock Lobster fishery is
to optimise its long-term value for the Victorian community, in accordance
with the objectives and provisions specified in the Fisheries Act 1995.

The Victorian Rock Lobster Management Plan specifies the objectives,
strategies and actions for managing this Fisheries until a new plan is declared
or it is cancelled in accordance with the requirements of the Fisheries Act
1995,
The objectives of the current management plan are:
B ensure the sustainability of the Rock Lobster resource

ensure a fair and equitable allocation of the Rock Lobster resource

[
m ensure optimal economic utilisation of the Rock Lobster resource
m cost-effective and participatory management

]

maintain the ecological integrity of the fishery ecosystem.

General information

Further information can be found on the Rock Lobster Commercial Fishing
page of the Victorian Fisheries Authority's (VFA) website.

Edition2 | 2023
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% Regulation detail

Fisheries regulations 2019
Part 1 Preliminary
Regulation 5

Part 2 Commercial fishery
licences

Regulations 75 (1¢),

Part 10 Rock Lobster
Regulation 387

% Regulation detail

Part 10 Rock Lobster
Regulation 389

% Regulation detail

Fisheries regulations 2019
Part 1 Preliminary
Regulation 5

Part 2 Commercial fishery
licences

Regulations 50(A)(B)

Part 10 Rock Lobster
Regulation 386
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DEFINITIONS

Berry
The clusters of small berry-like eggs that female crustaceans carry on the
underside of their tail during the reproductive cycle.

Biosecurity
Preventive measures to reduce risks associated with the transmission of
diseases, pests and exotic species.

Coff

A coff is anything that is used to hold and/or keep live rock lobster. The

use of a coff must be authorised on the licence. A coff must be clearly
labelled with the Licence Holders licence number (see page 14 for details of
regulations that apply to coffs).

In the Rock Lobster fishery, coffs are required to be registered and there is a
limitation on the maximum number permitted.

A coff may be:
m attached to the vessel

m outside the vessel.
A coff does not include a wet well. A wet well is part of the boat.

Coff register

In the rock lobster fishery, a register must be kept for each coff and well wet
used. These registers record:

m the number of rock lobster in the coff or wet well

m the number of rock lobster removed from the coff or wet well

m the number of animals added to the coff or wet well

m the number of rock lobster that die in the coff or wet well.
The Coff and Wet well registers are maintained on the Vic-eCatch app.

Commercial Fishers Duty Officer

A Victorian Fisheries Authority staff member — Duty Officer — is always
available to take enquiries from fishers if problems occur with FisherWeb or
Vic-eCatch, or if they seek clarification about a specific regulation or process.
Phone: 0418 519 215. They also have the contacts of fisheries officers who
may also be able to provide advice if needed.

Endorsement on eligible access licences to take additional gummy/
school shark

A rock lobster fishery licence is one of a group of access licences that is
eligible to have an endorsement attached to it, which allows the take of five
gummy/school shark in accordance with regulation 50 (of which no more than
one can be school shark).

The VFA issues an endorsement notice to licence holders that specifies what
can be legally undertaken.

Holders of non-endorsed licences can only take 2 gummy/school shark (of
which no more than one can be school shark).
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Fisheries Regulations 2019
2CTV % QOOGTEKCN
licences

Regulation 81(c)
5EJGFWNG

Fisheries Regulations 2019
2CTV % QOOGTEKCN
licences

Regulation 64

FisherwWeb

FisherWeb is a webpage where licence holders can view their licence
information (quota balances and transactions).

Fit and Proper

(KV CPF 2TQRGT OGCPU [QW OWUV UCVKUH[ VJG 8KEV(
[QW YKNN CEV TGCUQPCDN[ CPF NGICNN[ YJGP WPFGT

Input controls

Indirect controls on catch including regulation of the amount or type of
,UJKPI IGCT CPF ,UJKPI RGTKQF G | ENQUGF UGCUQPI

Legal minimum size Limit
6JG TGIWNCVGF OKPKOWO UK\G TGSWKTGF VQ JCTXGU

/ILPLWHG HQWU\ “VKHU\
# ,UJGT[ YJGTG VIJG PWODGT QH QRGTCVQTU QT XGUU

Operations Duty Officer
# ,UJGTKGU QH,EGT DRIGTCKKQPNLYE&EWNCXCKNCDNG VQ
ECNNU HTQO ,UJGTU UQ VJG[ ECP
TGSWGUV RGTOKUUKQP VQ ,UJ YKVIQWY CP QRGTCV}
report a protected species interaction
PQVKH[ VJG 8(# QH C TGETGCVKQPCN ,UJKPI VTKR KP
abalone)
or for any other instruction stated in individual licence or permit conditions.

6Q EQPVCEV VJG 1RGTCVKQPU &WV[ 1H,EGT RJIQPG

Output controls

# FKTGEV NKOKV QP VJG ECVEJ KP C ,UJGT] G I C 6QV
Access Licence holder (e.g. individual transferable quota).

Place of landing

EM .QDUVGT ECP QPN[ DG NCPFGF CV UGNGEVGF RQ
AT T .
Appendix 4 for details).

.CPFKPI KU VJG CEV QH TGOQXKPI VJG 4QEM .QDUVGT
CUJQTG QPVQ C OCP OCFG ,ZGF UVTWEVWTG QT CTVK,
it is weighed.

Weighing catch
AQEM .QDUVGT OW UdvarDaGeuvabytof 0.6 kg if under 100 kg. If
weight is over 100 kg, weighing to an accuracy of 1 kg is required.

#ffer’dny reason you cannot achieve this then call the commercial duty
RI“FHU DQG WKH UHOHYDQW “VKHULHV .RI"FHUV DW WK

(QT VIJG RWTRQUGU QH 4QEM .QDUVGT ,UJKPI VJG nRN
PGCTGUV VQ YJGTG VJG 4QEM .QDUVGT KU NCPFGF VJi
reasonably comply with the Licence conditions.

2NGCUG BEIBEDRVQWKFGNKPG HQT CEEWTCVG YGKIJKP
for more information.



% Regulation detail

Fisheries Regulations 2019
Part 1 Preliminary
Regulation 5 Preliminary
Part 2 Commercial fishery
licences

Part 10 Rock Lobster
Regulation 390
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Quota management system

The number of individual transferable quota units assigned to a Rock Lobster
Fishery Access Licence is known and tracked in the Quota Management
System. As Rock Lobster are landed, the weight of the catch is subtracted
from the quota balance assigned to the Rock Lobster Fishery Access Licence.

When the entire quota assigned to a Licence has been caught, the holder
must either acquire more quota units or cease fishing for the remainder of
the quota period.

The Rock Lobster Quota Management system is now managed via Vic-
eCatch.

If the Vic-eCatch system is ever unavailable on a given day, a manual
reporting process is available via a phone call to the commercial duty officer.

Quota year
The quota year commences 1 July and concludes 30 June each year.

Setae

Setae are the fine hair-like structures on the under surface of female Rock
Lobster tails. These fine hairs are sticky. Eggs attach to the setae.

Soft-shelled Rock Lobster

A soft-shelled lobster has recently moulted, or shed its old shell, so it can
begin growing a new, larger shell. The new larger shell has yet to harden
leaving the lobster vulnerable to predators. Soft-shelled lobsters can be
easily damaged when handled. The definition of soft shell is a Rock Lobster
where the carapace, if depressed along the dorsal median line, fails to
immediately return to its original shape. Soft-shelled Rock Lobster must be
returned to the water.

Total Allowable Commercial Catch (TACC)

The weight of Rock Lobster that may be taken by Commercial Access Licence
holders within the annual quota period.

Wet wells

Wet wells are part of the boat and are used to keep live Rock Lobster.
A wet well register needs to be maintained recording:

m the number of live Rock Lobster removed from the wet well
m the date and time when rock lobsters are removed

m the number of dead rock lobster (if any) removed

m the number of rock lobster remaining in the wet well.

m See Regulation 5 for definitions of wet wells.

The wet well register is maintained via the Vic-eCatch app.
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Vic-eCatch
8KE G%CVEJ KU CP GNGEVTQPKE TGRQTVKPI UJUVGO |

PQVK, ECVKQPU CPF VIG ETGCVKQP CPF FKUVTKDWYVKQ
6JG SWKEM 4GHGTGPEG YWK

HOT BKE G%CVEJ HQT%I@EMQ\I‘@,SZO/\)%JT KU CXCKNCDNG VQ ,UJGTU CU C UOCTVRJ

giant crab and helpful videos See the Mic-eCatch

explaining app features can be Reference Guide for
accessed here

JVVRU XHC XKE 10x Midetails.
EQOOGTEKCN ,UJKPI XKE GECVEJ
support




ROCK LOBSTER FISHERY

6JG 5VCVG QH 8KEVQTKC QYPU VJG YKNF 4QEM .QDUV(
Victorian community.

6JG S8KEVQTKCP )QXGTPOGPV OCPCIGU VJG EQOOGTEK
VITQWIJ VIJG CNNQECVKQP QH

4QEM .QDUVGT (KUJGT[ #EEGUU .KEGPEGU CPF
4QEM .QDUVGT 3WQVC 7PKVU

6JG 4QEM .QDUVGT (KUJGT[ KU 8KEVQTKCoU OQUV XCN
DCUGF RTKOCTKN[ QP VJG 5Qasug édwarbsid QEMNG . DGV G T
spans the length of the Victorian coast and supports both commercial and
TGETGCVKQPCN TQEM NQDUVGT ,UJGTKGU #NOQUV CN
,ZUJGT[ KU GZRQTVGF VQ KPVGTPCVKQPCN OCTMGVU O
TGOCKPFGT UQNF KP VJG FQOGUVKE OCTMGV

50CNN SWCPVKVKGU QH 'Saghafasu? v QDA VGMGP
CPPWCNN[] RCTVKEWNCTN[ QHH '"CUVGTP 8KEVQTKC PC
and Victoria.

The Fisheries Act FG,PGU 4QEM .QDUVGT CU CNN URGEKG!
2CNKPWTKFCG YJKEJ KPENWFGU DQVJ 5QWVJGTP CPF
#U UWEJ YJKNG VJG 6#%% KU UGV HQT 5QWVJGTP 4QE
CP[ ECVEJ QH 'CUVGTP 4QEM .QDUVGT %QOOGTEKCN ,
separately by species in Vic-eCatch.

4QEM .QDUVGT ,UJGTU ECP QPN[ WUG DQCVU VJCV CTC
NKEGPEG WPFGT YJKEJ VIG[ CTG ,UJKPI $QCVU WUGF

Fisheries Regulations 2019 FKURNC[ VJG CRRTQRTKCVG OCTMKPIU 5GGL%QOOGTE]
2CTV %WQOOGTEKCN ,1Lé)JGT[

licences

Regulation 21 4QEM .QDUVGTU CTG ECWIJV YKVJ DCKVGF RQVU VJCV
once each day. Commonly used baits include barracouta, Australian salmon,
OCEMGTGN ECTR CPF UQOG KORQTVGF ,UJ URGEKGU

6JG FKOGPUKQPU CPF URGEK,ECVKQPU @idhafiéG RQVU E
o _ Regulations 2QVU OWUV DG PQ OQTG VJCP OGVTGU YKF
Fisheries Regulations 2019 and 1.2 metres high. The pots must haveone entrance, one chamber and

2CTV 4QEM .QDUVGT to all dersi imals t
4GIWNCVKQPU escape gaps 1o allow undersize animals 1o escape.

'UECRG ICRU OWUV DG TGEVCPIWNCT CV NGCUV EO
The bottom edge of the escape gap must be located not less than 7 cm and

no more than 10 cm from the inside surface of the bottom of the pot.

'UECRG ICRU OWUV DG OCFG QH HTQO GKVJGT

a solid steel bar with a diameter of at least 1.2 cm in square section or
1.2cm in diameter, OR

C UVGGN RNCVG VJCV KU EO VIJKEM



6JGTG OWUV DG C EO FGRVJ QH UVGGN CTQWPF VJG (
Escape gaps must remain clear (not obstructed) and be open at all times.

Fisheries Regulations 2019
2CTV % QOOGTEKCN %QC}/-H CTG VKGF VQ NKPGU YKVJ KFGPVKH[KPI DWQ[U Q

licences UWTHCEG QH VJG YCVGT $WQ[U CPF fCIU OWUV DG OC
4GIWNCVKQPU PWODGT QH VJG DQCV CUUQEKCVGF YKVJ VJG NKEGPE
ensure whale entanglements are reduced by shortening pot ropes as much
CU RTCEVKECDNG FWTKPI VJG UQCM RGTKQF

6JGTG KU C OCZKOWO PWODGT QH RQVU VJCV ECP DG
#EEGUU .KEGPEG

Fisheries Regulations 2019 140 pots in the Western Zone.

2CTV 4QEM .QDUVGT .

NOTE 6JKU KU VIJG OCZKOWO CNNQECVKQP CXCKNCDNG
,UJGT[ 6JG OCZKOWO CXCKNCDNG HQT C URGEK,E NKE
conditions for the licence.

Fisheries Regulations 2019 6JG EQOOGTEKCN ,UJGT[ KU FKXKFGF KPVQ VYQ OCPCI
2CTV 2TGNKOKPCT]

4GIWNCVKQP 9GUVGTP 4QEM .QDUVGT <QPG

SEJGFWNG 'CUVGTP 4QEM .QDUVGT <QPG

5GG 6CDNG QP RCIG HQT VJG EQQTFKPCVGU HQT GC

0Q PGY NKEGPEGU CTG ETGCVGF HQT VJG 4QEM .QDUV

can be bought, leased, and sold.

Fisheries Regulations 2019
2CTV  %QOOGTEKCN ,8J67FG CTG JUJGT[ CEEGUU NKEGPEGU KP VJG 8KEVC

licences 71 in the Western Zone

Regulations 22 and 23 .
Schedule 17 KP VJG '"CUVGTP <QPG

The Fishery is quota-managed and there is a set number of quota units in
each zone. Annual quotas are set for each zone, and once determined, it is
FKXKFGF D[ VJG PWODGT QH SWQVC WPKVU VQ IKXG C

6JG PWODGT QH SWQVC WPKVU CTG

3633.48 in the Western Zone, and
KP VJG 'CUVGTP <QPG

# 4QEM .QDUVGT (KUJGT[ #EEGUU .KEGPEG KP EQPLWI
o _ SWQVC WPKVU GPVKVNGU VJG JOQNFGT VQ
Fisheries Regulations 2019

2CTV 4QEM .QopuveT VCMG 4QEM .QDUVGT HQT UCNG HTQO URGEK,GF YCV
4GIWNCVKQPU CPF YCVGTU URGEK,GF QP VJG NKEGPEG

2CTV. %QOOGTEKCN .UJRMlc QT RQUUGUU EQOOGTEKCN 4QEM .QDUVGT GSW}

licences

Regulation 43 VCMG ,UJ QVJGT VJCP #DCNQPG IKCPV ETCD LGNN]
WTEJKP HQT UCNG HTQO URGEK,GF YCVGTU



% Regulation detail

Fisheries Regulations 2019

Part 10 Rock Lobster
Regulations 375(1)(e) and 376(1)
(e)

% Regulation detail

Fisheries Regulations 2019
Part 2: Commercial fishery
licences

Regulation 18
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m use and possess fishing lines and hooks to take fish (other than abalone,
giant crab, jellyfish, pipi, scallop and sea urchin) for bait for the purposes of
Rock Lobster fishing

m have other persons carry out activities authorised under the Licence in the
zone specified on the Licence.

A maximum of two operators can be named on a Rock Lobster Fishery
Access Licence. One or more crew members can be employed.

Rock Lobster can only be taken from waters in the zone specified on a
Rock Lobster Access Licence.

Licence holders

Licence holders must be Australian resident individuals, single corporations,
or a co-operative. Licence holders cannot be a partnership or a consortium.

Total Allowable Commercial Catch

Total Allowable Commercial Catch (TACC) is the primary method used to
manage the commercial Rock Lobster Fishery.

The TACC is set annually for each zone through the Further Quota Order for
a 12 month period (1 July to 30 June each year).

The Further Quota Order is Gazetted annually stating:

m the Total Allowable Commercial Catch for each zone

m the kilogram value of each quota; and

m the period for which the quota notice applies.

Individual transferable quota

Each licence holder is assigned a proportion of the TACC through Individual
Transferable Quota units.

Minimum quota

To operate an Access Licence, each Licence holder is required to attach a
minimum amount of Rock Lobster quota units and a minimum number of
pots to the licence at all times:

m 10 quota units and 20 pots in the Western Zone

m 5 quota units and 15 pots in the Eastern Zone.

There is no limit on the maximum number of quota units that can be held by
an individual.

Trading quota

A licence holder may apply to transfer quota to the holder of another Rock
Lobster Fishery Access Licence in the same zone.
Individual transferable quota units may be transferred:

® permanently
or

m for a quota period.
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% Regulation detail

Fisheries Regulations 2019
Part 10 Rock Lobster
Regulations 388
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NOTE:
m Licence holders with permanent units attached to their licence are able to
transfer units for a quota period only.

m Licence holders with no permanent units on their licence cannot transfer
units for a quota period only. As such, these fishers are not able to
‘lease in” and ‘lease out’ quota to activate a licence and fish under the
entitlements for a quota period only.

NOTE: A Licence holder can own quota without pots but cannot operate in
the fishery unless the minimum number of pots have been allocated.

Tracking quota

As Rock Lobster are taken under the authority of a Rock Lobster Fishery
Access Licence, the net weight of the catch is subtracted from the quota
balance of that Licence.

When all of a Licence holder’s quota is caught, the Licence holder must:

B acquire more quota units
(by completing a Form 28; https://vfa.vic.gov.au/commercial-fishing/
forms-licences-permits-boats)
or

m stop fishing until the start of the next quota period
(i.e. do not set/immerse Rock Lobster pots)

m not have any Rock Lobster pots on the boat specified on the licence
unless:

e the boatis in port
* the boat is in transit with the approval of an Authorised Officer

* they own a Giant Crab Licence with available quota.
NOTE: If the Licence holder holds a Giant Crab Licence with quota then
the Licence holder may set pots to catch Giant Crab.

NOTE: An over-catch provision is in place and permits a licence holder
to exceed their quota balance by up to 20kg. The amount by which the
quota balance is exceeded up to a maximum of 20kg will be deducted
from the licence holders quota balance in the following quota period.
Before the next quota year, licence holders must ensure:

m their Rock Lobster Licence has been renewed

m quota has been allocated to this Licence

m pots have been allocated to the Licence.

Edition2 | 2023
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Fishing areas summary

Geocentric Datum of Australia (GDA) 94
Coordinate Labels:
Degrees Minutes Seconds
37°30'18.07" S
© 149° 58' 32.99"E
= 37°35'0"S
E 150° 10'0"E
3 Point Nepean
@ 38°18'07"S
Point Lonsdale 144° 39'05"E
38°1730'S  Melboume Lakes Entrance
Nelson 144° 36' 53" E ,49 w
w N > Eastern:fock o
5 N XA lob\st{?.ion\e\ 3
5 39°120'S
=
40°0'0"S w
8
2
& 0 125 250
b Kilomet
Commercial fishery
Western Zone Eastern Zone
Longitude Longitude
143°40'E 143°40'E
Zone boundary
Longitude Longitude
140°57.57'E 150°10'E
Latitude 40°S Latitude 39°12'S
Maximum number of licences 71 36
Maximum number of licences per boat Not limited Not limited
Total number of quota units per zone 3633.48 1000
Total number of pots in zone 5162 2021
Maximum number of pots per boat 140 120
Minimum number of pots to activate 20 15
Licence
Minimum quota holding per Licence 10 units 5 units

Maximum quota holding per Licence

No maximum

No maximum
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Fisheries Regulations 2019 L I C E N C I N G

2CTV % QOOGTEKCN ,UJGT]|
licences

. There is an automatic right of annual renewal of a Commercial Fishery
Regulations 62, 63

.KEGPEG UWDLGEV VQ VJG NKEGPEG JQNFGT
applying to renew a licence
paying the applicable levies, and

OGGVKPI VIG ETKVGTKC UR G ERKislzfekAet 5a8F0MkeQ P QH
satisfaction of the VFA.

The VFA sends out information relating to the renewal of Licence, boats and
SWQVC 2C[OGPV HQT NKEGPEGU CPF SWQVC OWUV DG

Fisheries Act 1995 QT RTKQT VQ CP[ ,UJKPI DGKPlI EQPFWEVGF KP VJG PG
5GEVKQP DQCVU OWUV DG TGEGKXGF DGHQTG ICTEJ +V KU KU
www.legislation.vic.gov.au if payment has not been received.

+H C .KEGPEG JQNFGT KU FGGOGF PQV VQ DG ,V CPF R
Licence is cancelled and cannot be re-issued (seeCommercial Fisher User
Guide for further information).

#NN RGQRNG YJQ QRGTCVG QP VJG .KEGPEG CTG CNUC
proper’.

Fisheri . 6JG 3WQVC /CPCIGOGPV 5[UVGO 3/5 KU WUGF VQ OQPK
isheries Regulations 2019 . . . . .. . .
2CTV  %QOOGTEKCN glgej@q@olders against their quota allocations. This information is submitted

licences via the Vic-eCatch application.
Regulations 82, 83(3), 84(3), (4)
CPF 9JGP EQORNGVGF EQTTGEVN|[ VJG 8KE G%CVEJ CRRNK

4GIWNCVKQPU CPF VJG 8(# QH VJG RQUV ,UJKPI FGVCKNU TGSWKTGF D[ T(

NOTE: Different sections of Vic-eCatch must be completed within
V S H F Ltk @eriods (see Appendix 6).

6JG 3SWKEM 4GHGTG P BEAdditohaFdetdilsoh Protected Species (TEP)

8KE G%CVEJ HQT TQENNRPKWMECOVKRFPU CTG TGSWKTGF VQ DG UWDOKVVGF vQ
helpful videos explaining app Appendix 1).

features can be accessed here

JVVRU XHC XKE IQX &WG ,UJGT OWUV OCMG VIGUG PQVK,ECVKQPU WUKPI 8

EQOOGTEKCN ,UJKPI HEKAVIGTGB &REV[ 1H,EGT KH GZRGTKGPEKPI VGEJPKECN K
GECVEJ UWRRQTYV operator must ensure access to the internet is maintained when landing
catch, disposing of catch and landing from a coff or wet well.

The Vic-eCatch manual contains detailed instructions on how to use the
8KE G%CVEJ #RR HQT VJG TQEM NQDUVGT ,UJGT]

11
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VESSEL MONITORING SYSTEMS
e e (VMS)

%000GTEKCN ,uBdBOWUV DG KPUVCNNGF QP CNN XGUUGNU NKUVGF

2CTV

licences 8/5 WPKV OWUV DG VWTPGF QP YJGP VJG XGUUGN NG
Regulation 77 EQOOGTEKCN ,UJKPI VTKR

2CTV JGPGTCN

8/5 WPKV ECP DG VWTPGF QHH YJGP VJG XGUUGN TG
NOTE 8/5 WPKVU FQ PQV JCXG VQ DG VWTPGF QP YJGI
EQOOGTEKCNN[ ,UJKPI HQT G| TGHWGNNKPI QT VTC

4GIWNCVKQPU

+H VJG 8/5 U[UVGO FQGU PQV QRGTCVG QT OCNHWPEV

DGHQTG C ,UJKPI VTKR EQOOGPEGU ,UJGTU ECP TGS
VQ ,UuJ CPF WUG C OCPWCN TGRQTVKPI U[UVGO

FWTKPI C ,UJKPI VTKR VJG ,UJGT OWUV KOOGFKCVGI
&WV[ 1H,EGT

VFA contact details
+H [QW JCXG CP[ SWGUVKQPU CDQWYV VJG 8/5 U[UVGO
For use, please refer to the

4GIWNCVQT[ )WKFG HQTEfgg(Y\PEV

« JVVRU XHC XKE IQX.@¢miefciaViGeencing Unit (business hours)
CUUGVU RFHA,NG
4) 8GUUGN /QPKVQTKPI

4GSWKTGOGPVU ,WN il
VARt IQXLI-é-\N[é'fNT 8/5 +H PQV YQTMKPI CPF [QW CTG UGGMKPI C

EQOOGTEKCN ,uJkpI KWJKEN [QWT ,UIJKPI VTKR EQPVCEV
monitoring-systems 1RGTCVKQPU &WV][ 1H,EGT JOQWTU



OVERVIEW

6JG FKCITCO DGNQY UWOOCTKUGU VJG TGIWNCVKQPU VJICV
RTQEGUU +V CNUQ UWOOCTKGU MG[ TGIWNCVKQPU CUUQEKC

At landing

Before leaving
Rock Lobster unloaded

Vessel must be registered and .
authorised on licence r21, r108 @ i (gt Wl G i) update
coff or wetwell register

* within 60 mins of arriving
1 at place of landing and

e Nominated operator listed complete fishing trip via
. Vic-eCatch.
on licence

e Ensure VMS functioning

e Rock Lobster pots have
specific dimensions  r379 ¥ Vessel enters
e Floats must be marked E@ po rt/mooring

75 area

Only use number of pots
authorised to use If landing catch, within

(max 140 Wz, 120 EZ) as 60 mins of arriving at

listed as a condition of the place of landing

licence r43,r380 complete allocation of
catch against licence
and update coff/wetwell

Quote balance to be above 0 register via Vic-eCatch

to set pots or take Rock

Lobster r388

Weigh accurate
At sea to 0.1Kg if <100kg
- . OR 1kg of >100kg
Catch limits to fish other * 164(2)
than rock lobster taken by 4
pot not to exceed 8 wrasse, Q“
2 banded morwong, a
combined total of 2 gummy
and school shark (of which no
more than one shark may
be a school shark) unless
authorised to take
additional shark r386

9 Return unwanted fish to
water 161 @ Rock Lobster not to leave
place of landing, or enter
vehicle or enter premises

@ Up to 6 lines (3 hooks) to until 182, 184 & r85
take bait  r387(3) have been accomplished

@ MUST NOT take or land Catch Disposal Record
dusmembered Rock Lobster (CDR) sent to purchaser
or soft shelled/berried via Vic-eCatch r89 & ro0
Rock Lobster r383, 384, 385

@ Rock Lobster not transferred @ Rock Lobster only to be

landed in Vic port
(Schedule 19)

§g§%gpt Pt MaclEden) Rock Lobster go to

processor or elsewhere

atsea r70

Complete entry of catch and
effort data in VIC-eCatch
r94, r96

@ MUST complete ‘Manage Trip’
section of Vic-eCatch prior to
Entenndipoilofifiecindlaica Threatened species report
or crossing Vic/SA border and P p
notify operations duty officer and Catch and Effort record
if significant TEP interaction for byproduct by the 18th of
has occurred 82, 83 each following month




% Regulation detail

Fisheries Regulations 2019
Part 10 Rock Lobster
Regulation 382

% Regulation detail

Fisheries Regulations 2019
Part 10 Rock Lobster
Regulations 360

% Regulation detail

Fisheries Regulations 2019
Part 10 Rock Lobster
Regulations 362
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HARVESTING ROCK LOBSTER

Harvest rules for Rock Lobster across zones

Commercial fishers:

m must not take Rock Lobster under a Rock Lobster Fishery Access Licence
from more than one management zone on any fishing trip

® must not possess Rock Lobster taken from more than one management
zone on-board any boat being used under a Rock Lobster Fishery Access
Licence

m must set, haul and retrieve Rock Lobster pots using the vessel specified
on their Rock Lobster Fishery Access Licence

m must not haul or retrieve pots set by another boat.
Minimum legal size
The minimum legal size for Rock Lobster varies with the sex of the lobster.

The minimum legal size for Rock Lobster is:
m Male: 11 cm

m Female: 10.5 cm.

Measuring rock lobster

Rock Lobster must be measured down the middle of the body from the
edge of the groove between the large antennae and the rear edge of the
carapace. Hairs do not form pair of the carapace. See image below
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4QEM .QDUVGT ,UJGTU ECP NGICNN[ ECVEJ CPF TGVCK
- . JCXG DGGP ECWIJV KP VJGKT RQVU 0QVG D[ECVEJ KU
Fisheries Regulations 2019

2CTV 4QEM .QDUVG™P CP[ QPG FC[ 4QEM .QDUVGT ,UJGTU ECP ECVEJ CPF
Regulation 386 OCZKOWO QH

eight (8) Wrasse

VYQ $CPFGF /QTYQPI

Fisheries Regulations 2019 C EQODKPGF VQVCN QH VYQ JWOO[ 5JCTM CPF 5EJ

2CTV. %QOOGTEKCN .UZBQITG VICP QPG OC[ DG C UEJQQN UJCTM QT ,XG

“z(l:zml:?/\'/SNCVKQP v s Note .KEGPEG *QNFGTU OWUV JCXG CP GPFQTUGOGPYV
VCMG UJCTMU QH YJKEJ PQ OQTG VJCP QPG OCJ[ DC

NOTE:

1. +H GPFQTUGF VQ VCMG IWOO[ UEJQQN UJCTM VJG NK
C EQR[ QH VJG GPFQTUGOGPV NKEGPEG QP VJGO #6 :
RQUUGUUKPI QT VTCPURQTVKPI IWOO[ UEJQQN UJCT!

2.+H 8/5 KU PQV QRGTCVKPI .KEGPEG *QNFGTU CTG TG
C VQ UGGM RGTOKUUKQP VQ ,UJ HTQO VJG 1RGTCVKC(
D KHITCPVGF RTQXKFG VJG HOQNNQYKPI FGVCKNU V!
i. endorsed licence number
ii. date and time of proposed landing
KKKWODGT QH IWOO[ UEJQQN UJCTM VQ DG NCPFGH
KX2QTV CV YJKEJ VJG UJCTM CTG VQ DG NCPFGF

3.6JG TGSWKTGOGPV VQ TGRQTV UJCTM FQGU PQV CRF
,UIJKPI WPFGT CP #WVJQTKV[ KUUWGF D[ #(/# WPFGT
Act).

S ) *QQMU CPF NKPGU ECP QPN[ DG WUGF VQ ECVEJ DCKYV
Fisheries Regulations 2019

2CTV  4QEM .opuveT QDUVGT ,UJKPI
Regulations 387 (3) 6JG NKEGPEG JQNFGT OWUV PQV

WUG OQTG VJCP UKZ ,UJKPI NKPGU CV CP[ QPG VKOG

WUG C ,UJKPI NKPG YKVJ OQTG VJCP VJTGG JQQMU Q
attached to the line

RQUUGUU C ,UJKPI NKPG YKVJ OQTG VJCP VJTGG JQQ
attached to the line.

%CVEJ NKOKVU CRRN|[ V(@elComm@rcitl FisHiRyGohiHehB)e

7TPYCPVGF ,UJ K G KP GZEGUU QH ECVEJ NKOKVU UR:

Fisheries Regulations 2019 CWVJQTKUGF VQ VCMG RTQVGEVGF URGEKGU CPF RTC
li;:nze\g #QOOGTEKCN Biadd to the water immediately and with the least possible injury or
Regulation 61 damage.

Aquatic noxious species must not be returned to the water alive. (See
%QOOGTEKCN (KUJKPI )WKFG HQT NKUV QH 2TQJKDKVC
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% Regulation detail

Fisheries Regulations 2019
Part 10 Rock Lobster
Regulations 387 (1&2) 389

% Regulation detail
Fisheries Regulations 2019

Part 7: Fish other than abablone,

giant crab, rock lobster, scallop
and sea urchin.

Regulation 157 and 158.
Schedule 24 and 25
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Use of a coff

The use of a coff must be authorised on the Rock Lobster Fishery Access
Licence before it can be legally used.

The Rock Lobster Access Fishery also specifies:

m the number of coffs that can be used (maximum three coffs per licence)
m the location of the coff(s)

m a coff register be maintained for each coff specified on the Licence

[

the coff register records the movement of Rock Lobster into and out of
coffs, the data and time of each occasion that rock lobster are moved into
or out of the coff, the number of dead rock lobster removed from the coff
and the number of rock lobster remaining in the coff.

Rock Lobster fishers must not:
m use a coff at locations other than those specified by their Licence

m use their coff(s) to store Rock Lobster taken under any other Access
Licence or by any other Rock Lobster Access Licence.

If a coff is not specified on the licence, then Rock Lobster fishers must not:

B possess or use a coff in or on Victorian waters
or

m load any Rock Lobster into a coff in or on Victorian waters.

Minimum and maximum sizes of certain species of fish

The Licence holder/Licence operator must not have on board or land any
species of fish that is smaller or larger than the minimum and maximum legal
sizes specified in Schedule 25 and Schedule 24.

The size limits for fish set out in Schedule 25 are specific to commercial
access licence holders. If the fish species is not listed in this Schedule, then
the minimum and maximum size limits set out in Schedule 24 apply.

Minimum size limits for some of the fish commonly caught as by-catch are:

shapper 28cm
sweep 23cm
luderick 23cm

Australian salmon 21lcm
Bluethroat wrasse 30cm
Other wrasse 27cm.
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@ Information

Link to Code of Practice
http://www.siv.com.au/
uploads/9/8/7/7/98771034/rl-
code-final-2013_2.pdf

@ Information

Whale Interaction Brochure
reproduced in Appendix 5

Victorian Fisheries Authority | Commercial Fishing Guide — Rock Lobster Supplement

WILDLIFE INTERACTIONS

Fishing in designated protected areas to protect seal breeding
colonies

In accordance with the Wildlife (Marine Mammals) Regulations 2019,

fishers are permitted to operate within a number of designated seal
breeding colony exclusion zone across the State as the holder of a Victorian
commercial fishery access licence when tending to commercial fishing
equipment. Best practice fishing requires that seal mitigation devices or ‘seal
poles’ are used when operating within the exclusion zones.

)

S.A.

Bass Strait +—— Victoria

|

|

|

|

|

|

|
| 8
|
|
|
|
|
|

The Skerries

Cape Bridgewater
Lady Julia Percy Is. Seal Rocks

®Rag ls.

Kanowna Is.

Seal mitigation measures

The Code of Practice Southern Rock Lobster (Responsible fishing guidelines
for operators in Victoria) details the measures fishers take to reduce bycatch.
The Code recommends the adoption of bait protection devices and seal
excluder bars in pots to prevent seals reaching the bait.

The code also details other practices fishers can undertake to reduce bycatch
in this fishery. The code also presents detailed maps of each individual seal
breeding colony.

Whale and dolphin entanglements

Entanglements are specific type of Interaction where, usually, marine
mammals such as whales and dolphins become entangled in fishing gear
If a whale or dolphin becomes entangled:

m Move away and watch its behaviour

m Record the location, the species, type of entanglement and any other
details

m DO NOT attempt to remove any of the entanglement or free the animal

m Reportimmediately to the Whale and Dolphin Hotline on
1300136 017

m Watch the situation. Do not risk the safety of the vessel nor the entangled
animal.
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@ Information

Protected Species Identification
Guide for Victoria's Commercial
Fishers

https://vfa.vic.gov.au/
commercial-fishing/reporting-
of-fisheries-interactions-with-
protected-species

Victorian Fisheries Authority | Commercial Fishing Guide — Rock Lobster Supplement

Reporting interactions with threatened and endangered species.

Reporting of interactions with protected species is a requirement of most
commercial fisheries in Victoria.

"Protected” species include all mammal, bird, reptile and amphibian species
that are native to Victoria and threatened fish. “Protected” species does not
include pest species such as northern pacific seastar. The Protected Species
|dentification Guide for Victoria's Commercial Fishers (coastal version) will
assist fishers identify these species.

These species are protected under State and Federal legislation, however
incidental fishing interactions can and do occur.

An “Interaction” is defined as a fishing vessel, gear or operator coming into
contact with a protected species, regardless of the outcome. Interaction
includes to take, destroy, dispose of and possess. It also includes boat strike
or collision with a protected species.

Any interaction with a protected species must be reported via Vic-eCatch
and in your Protected Species Interaction form.

Legislation has been implemented to exempt commercial fishers from
prosecution where the interaction is accidental and reported.

Deliberate or negligent acts will still be subject to prosecution.

“Significant interactions” are interactions with any iconic species, any
species listed as Threatened under the Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act
or more than 10 animals of any species. Significant interactions should
be reported to the Operations Duty Officer (0419 844 781) as soon as
possible.

Reporting flow chart

Have you had an interaction

¢—— withapr d species?

v

YES - Click YES in Vic-eCatch NO - Click NO in Vic-eCatch

1

‘ Is the animal a threatened ‘

or iconic species
(refer to species list)

Yes -fillin PENZN No
contact the duty officer Are there 10 or more animals

involved in the interaction?

RN

No - fill in Part 2 Yes -fillin Part 2
No further action and contact the
required duty officer

Hard Copy Reporting.

Complete the Protected Species Interactions Form and submit it to the VFA
by the 18th of the following month.

Appendix 1 provides an example of the reporting form, instructions for
completing the form and an example of a completed form.
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LANDING ROCK LOBSTER

$] HQNNQYKPI VJG KPUVTWEVKQPU KP VJG 8KE G%CVE
Fisheries Regulations 2019 YKNN EQORN[ YKVJ VJG TGIWNCVKQPU TGNCVKPI VQ V.

|'2 CTV. %QOOGTEKCN ,Ugddrting of catch and effort data

II?C:gnlfIZZons 82, 83(3), 84(3), 84(4), SWQVC /CPCIGOGPV 5[UVGO
PQVK,ECVKQP QH NCPFKPI KPVGPVKQPU

maintaining coff and wet well registers

landing from a coff/ wet well (when no trip has occurred)

PQVK,ECVKQP QH ECVEJ EQPUKIPOGPV

consigning catch.

4GIWNCVKQPU CPF

Completion of all Vic-eCatch requirements, will ensure that electronic records
are forwarded appropriately and constitute a record of catch for both VFA

CPF ,UJGT RWTRQUGU

6JG 3SIWKEM 4GHGTGPEG )WKEG HOT
SKE G%CVE) HOT TQEN 5DJ\%/TL(<)&\|P9NN VJG 8KE G%CVEJ TGRQTVKPI JCU DGG

helpful videos explaining app PQV CNNQY VJGKT ECVEJ 4QEM .QDUVGT VQ

features can be accessed here GPVGT CP[ XGJKENG VJCV CNTGCF[ EQPVCKPU ,UJ
JVVRU XHC XKE I1QX C

EQOOGTEKCN ,UJKP| H%ﬁxpﬂg]&oggﬂvtetheplaceoflanding
GECVEJ UWRRQTV VQ GPVGT CP[ RTGOKUGU QP YJKEJ ,UJ KU RTQEGUUGF
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: | . RECEIPTS AND FISH MOVEMENT
Regulation detail RECORDS

Fisheries Regulations 2019
Part 14 Fish receipt and other To ensure the integrity of the commercial fish supply chain,
documentation B receipt must be issued for the amount of rock lobster that has been sold at

requirements

Regulations 448-453 the time of a sale or

m a fish movement record must be issued to account for the movement of
@® Information fish outside a sale and for fish located on commercial premises.

Safe and legal Seafood Receipt i Rock Lobster fishers, the nature of the sale dictates the detail required on

examples . . .
https://vfa.vic.gov.au/ the receipt (and hence the type of receipt they need to issue).

enforcement/buy-safe-and-legal-  The flowchart below shows the documentation that must accompany each
seafood/receipt-examples sale.

S f fish ial fi
ource of fis Commercial fisher

(other than abalone)

Type of Fishery Catch Disposal Non-Catch Disposal
R

Record Fishery | ecord Fishery |

Cash Disposal Record

l

Fish Receiver
Fisher for resale

e e T A A

Documentation
required

Documentation Fish Movement Short-form Long-form Fish Movement Long-form Short-form Long-form Fish Movement
. Receipt Receipt Record Receipt Receipt Receipt Record
requ",ed Record P 1P eceip celp’ 1P
Donation/no sale Public For resale or Transporter Processor, Public Food Service Donation/no sale
Type of sale has occurred ption or cial gain Wholesale, consumption or has occurred
use as bait Importer or use as bait
Exporter

1. Electronic records detailing sales are generated by the Vic-eCatch app when they consign their catch at
the point of landing (CDR). For most Rock Lobster fishers, this is the only documentation they will need
to accompany Rock Lobster sales.

2. Fishers can complete a CDR rock lobster to themselves (for e.g. if they store fish in tanks at home) for
further on-sale. These subsequent sales require receipting details in accordance with reg 450(2) and reg
452(3).

3. The sale of other by-product finfish and invertebrate species will require a receipt in accordance with reg
452(3) and r450(3).

4. Long-form receipts can be completed in a 2-stage process under some circumstances, provided all of
the details required by regulation are provided to the purchaser. For details visit the website listed in the
Information Box above or see Appendix 2.
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Receipts

Two types of receipts are used:

m A short form receipt is issued when rock lobster or by-product are sold to a
person for direct consumption

m A long form receipt is issued when on-selling rock lobster or by-product for
other commercial purposes (for e.g. to restaurants).

Fish movement records

Fish movement records are issued:

m when Rock Lobster or by-product are given to a transporter for delivery to
market or co-op where no sale has yet occurred

m when rock lobster or by-product are donated

OR

m when the licence holder has fish (other than that accounted for by their
licence/permit) on commercial premises.

NOTE: The appropriate documentation (e.g. consignment record, sales
receipts, and/or fish movement records) is required to be kept to account for
all fish purchased, possessed and/or held on the premises.

m Receipts or Fish Movement Records are required to be possessed if fish
are found in, on or attached to any boat, premises, aircraft or vehicle used
for the:

e Taking of Fish; or

e Sale of fish; or

® Receiving for sale of fish; or
® Processing of fish for sale.

e Seafood Retailers

NOTE: Examples of Receipts and Fish Movement Records are available at
https://vfa.vic.gov.au/enforcement/buy-safe-and-legal-seafood/receipt-
examples and are listed in Appendix 2.

Record keeping requirements

m A copy of each purchase, acquisition or sale record required by the Act
and the Fisheries Regulations 2019 must be kept at the place where the
fish are sold, received and possessed.

m If requested by an authorised Fisheries Officer, the person must present
the record for inspection.

m All records must be kept for 3 years, be legible and in English. This can be
in electronic format (such as emailed tax invoices), so long as a copy can
be emailed or printed out at the time of request from a Fisheries Officer.

m Any person completing fisheries records must ensure that the information
is not false or misleading. It is a serious offence under the Act to make or
furnish false or misleading statement or documents.
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FISHING RESTRICTIONS

Fisheries Regulations 2019 Rock Lobster fshers can only take fish for sale when using a rock lobster pot
2CTV  4QEM .QDuVveGPrwhen acting in accordance with an additional licence or permit,
4GIWNCVKQPU E FucP&s an Ocean Fishery Access Licence,
376 (c. d) Giant Crab Access Licence or Wrasse (Ocean) Fishery Access Licence
QT URGEK,E GPFQTUGOGPVU QP VIGKT NKEGPEG
4QEM .QDUVGT ,UJGTU CTG PQV RGTOKVVGF VQ VCMG
,UJ URGEKGU #DCNQPG )KCPV ETCD ,GNNJ[,UJ 2KRK

2TQVGEVGF CPF 2TQJKDKVGF URGEKGU UG®QOOGTE
and 20).

%QOOGTEKCN CPF TGETGCVKQPCN ,UJKPI KU RTQJKDK
and Sanctuaries under the National Parks Act 1975.

6YQ /CTKPG OCVKQPCN 2CTMU CPF VJTGG /CTKPG 5CF
National Parks Act 1975 Western Zone.

2CTV 8 &KXKUKQP 5GXGP OCTKPG PCVKQPCN RCTMU CPF ,XG OCTKPG U
4GIWNCVKQPU # 'CUVGTP <QPG

www.legislation.vic.gov.au
(KXG /ICTKPG OCVKQPCN 2CTMU CPF VJTGG /ICTKPG 5C
2JKNNKR $C[ 9GUVGTP 2QTV CPF %QTPGT +PNGV

National Parks Act 1975
2CTV #EEGUU VQ %
/ICTKPG OCVKQPCN 2CTM

Regulations 128, %QOOGTEKCN ,UJKPI XGUUGNU URGEK,GF QP C 4QEM .
Schedule 12

CWVIQTKUGF VQ VTCXGN VIJTQWIJ /CTKPG OCVKQPCN 2
.QDUVGT YJGP WPFGTVCMKPI CEVKXKVKGU CWVJQTKU
YKNN DG OQPKVQTGF D[ 8/5

IQQTKPI CPEJQTKPI KP /CTKPG 0OCVKQPCN RCTMU KU R
CTG QP DQCTF VJG XGUUGN

4QEM .QDUVGT RQVU
2TKQTKV[ URGEKGU QVJGT VJCP TQEM NQDUVGT



(KUJKPI HQT 4QEM .QDUVGT KU RTQJKDKVGF FWTKPI E
Fisheries Regulations 2019 4QEM ..QDUVGT.KU RTQJKDKVGF FWTKPI VJG ENQUGF U
2CTV  4QEM .QDU Vg fotbe leftimmersed during closed season.
Regulations 363, 364

6JG ENQUGF UGCUQP HQT HGOCNG 4QEM .QDUVGTU KU
This protects females with eggs attached during the breeding cycle.
6JG TGOQXCN QH GIIU URCYP UGVCG QT ,DTGU HTQO

6JG ENQUGF UGCUQP HQT OCNG 4QEM .QDUVGT KU HTC
0QXGODGT

This protects males during the moulting period when soft shells increase
their vulnerability.

When the entire quota assigned to a Licence has been caught, the holder

OWUV GKVJGT CESWKTG OQTG SWQVC WPKVU QT EGCU
the quota period.

NOTE: Lobster pots may be moved (i.e. on board the vessel specified on the licence)
during this time ONLY with the approval of an authorised fisheries officer.

(TQO VJG UVCTV QH VJG ENQUGF UGCUQP QP 5GRVG

Fisheries Regulations 2019 0QXGODGT ,UJGTU OWUV PQV
2CTV 4QEM .QDUVGT
Regulation 381 WUG CP[ 4QEM .QDUVGT RQV KP CP[ 8KEVQTKCP YCV(

NGCXG QT JCXG CP[ TQEM NQDUVGT RQV KOOGTUGF

JCXG C 4QEM .QDUVGT RQV QP DQCTF Cath&rUUGN KP (
than in a port or mooringarea URGEK,GF KP 5EJGFWNG

Fisheries Regulations 2019 5QHV UJGNNGF 4QEM .QDUVGT ECPPQV DG VCMGP QT F
2CTV 4QEM .QDUVGT
Regulations 383 (2) NOTE 5GG FG,PKVKQPU RCIG HQT FGUETKRVKQP QH |

(GOCNG 4QEM .QDUVGT KP DGTT[ ECTT[KPI GIIU QP VJ

Fisheries Regulations 2019 ECPPQV DG VCMGP QIy®@UUGUUGF CV
2CTV 4QEM .QDUVGT
Regulation 381 (1) +V KU CNUQ RTQJKDKVGF VQ

RQUUGUU C HGOCNG 4QEM .QDUVGT YKVJ DGTT]
TGOQXG VJG DGTT[ GIIU HTQO VJG HGOCNG 4QEM .C

23



24

% Regulation detail

Fisheries Regulations 2019
Part 10 Rock Lobster
Regulations 384

% Regulation detail

Fisheries Regulations 2019
Part 10 Rock Lobster
Regulations 385

% Regulation detail

Fisheries Regulations 2019
Part 2 Commercial fishery
licences

Regulation 70

Victorian Fisheries Authority | Commercial Fishing Guide — Rock Lobster Supplement

Must not possess or land dismembered Rock Lobster or parts of
Rock Lobster

Rock Lobsters must only be landed whole i.e. with the tail and the carapace
attached to each other.

It is an offence to possess or land dismembered Rock Lobsters.

Rock Lobster fishers must not:
m possess dismembered Rock Lobsters
B possess parts of Rock Lobster.

Must not possess marked Rock Lobster

Commercial Rock Lobster fishers must not possess Rock Lobsters that:
m have a hole punched in the central segment of the tail fan
m are missing the back quarter of the central segment of the tail fan.

These marks are legislated to identify recreationally caught Rock Lobsters. It
is illegal to sell Rock Lobsters caught by recreational fishers.

Must not transfer Rock Lobster to unlicensed people or a boat
not specified on the Licence

Rock Lobster fishers:

® must not transfer Rock Lobster to a boat not specified on the Licence,
when in, under or on Victorian waters

m must not sell, transfer, or deliver Rock Lobster to another person in, under
or on Victorian waters

m must not take or possess Rock Lobster collected by other people (not
acting on behalf of the Licence holder) when in, under or on Victorian
waters.

Rock Lobster fishers may place Rock Lobster collected under their Licence
into a tender vessel so long as it proceeds directly to the mooring area or
port specified in the Vic-eCatch notification.
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EMERGENCY CONTACTS

Victorian Fisheries Authority ‘
%QOOGTEKCN (KUJGTU &WV][ 1H,EGT

1RGTCVKQPU &WV][ 1H,EGT

13FISH Offence Report Line 133474
Victoria Police ‘
4GUEWG WQQTFKPCVKQP %GPVTG 9CVGT 2QNKEG
Department of Energy, Environment and Climate Action ‘
9JCNG CPF &QNRJKP '"OGTIGPE[ *QVNKPG 1300136017

KEY VFA CONTACTS

Luke O’Sullivan
&KTGEVQT (KUJGTKGU /CPCIGOGPV 2QNKE[ 5EKGPEG

luke.osullivan@vfa.vic.gov.au

Toby Jeavons
ICPCIGT /CTKPG CPF '"UVWCTKPG (KUJGTKGU

toby.jeavons@vfa.vic.gov.au

Paul Shea
(KUJGTKGU 1RGTCVKQPU /CPCIGT
enforcement@vfa.vic.gov.au

Commercial Licensing Enquiries
Commercial Fisheries Licensing
EQOOGTEKCN NKEGPUKPI"XHC XKE IQX CW
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APPENDIX 2: EXAMPLES OF
RECEIPTS AND FISH MOVEMENT
RECORDS



Note .QPI HQTO TGEGKRVU ECP DG EQORNGVGF KP U\

5VCIG.KEGPEG JQNFGT ,NNU KP CNN QH VJG TGSWKTGF
name and address of the purchaser ,
price per unit measure (kilogram, packet, etc) for each species
and
total price paid for each species .
6JG TGEGKRV CNQPI YKVJ ,UJ KU IKXGP VQ C RGT
transportation or storage for later sale (i.e not a purchaser)

S5VCIG6JG UGNNGT QH VJG ,UJ QPEG C UCNG JCU DGGF
these details CTG IKXGP VQ VIJG RWTEJCUGT QH VJG |1
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APPENDIX 3: GUIDELINES FOR
ACCURATE WEIGHING OF ROCK
LOBSTER

When weighing consideration should be given to the following:

Weigh the Rock Lobster in the presence of the consignee. In doing so
ensure:

m The scales are on a stable and on a solid surface out of the wind if
possible.

m Scales are level, in good working order

m Ensure that scales are accurate and tare weights for bins and lids are
worked out prior to weighing off catch

m Make sure scales are certified and are accurate. This can be done by
placing certified weights on the scales prior to weighing off catch

m Bin tare weights can vary depending on size, configuration, age and
design. It Is the responsibility of the fisher to ensure that their weights are
accurate. This should be taken into consideration when working out tare
weights of bins prior to weighing off catch.

In determining the net weight, the gross weight of all of the consignment
should be weighed and the tare weight should then be subtracted.

The VFA encourages all bins, bin lids and inserts be placed on the scales and
be tared to 'zero’ before weighing the Rock Lobster. This is best practice and
will ensure an accurate representation of the catch

In both situations each displayed weight should be recorded as displayed
and the sum of the weight can then be determined.

The practice of rounding up or down on individual bin tallies is to be
avoided. If a situation occurs where the accurate weight of the catch
cannot be determined due to environmental or other factors creating
variance in the scale readings, the fisher should call the Operations Duty
Officer to seek guidance.

Reminder: Quantities over 100kg must be accurate to within 1kg of the
actual weight, quantities less than 100kg must be correct to within 0.1kg
of the actual weight.

Glossary

tare weight sometimes called unladen weight, is the weight of an empty
vehicle or container. By subtracting it from the gross weight (laden weight),
the weight of the goods carried (the net weight) may be determined.
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APPENDIX 4: FISHING PORTS

Fisheries Regulations 2019 (KUJKPI QRGTCVKQPU OCKPN[ QEEWT HTQO VJG HQNNC

2CTV  %QOOGTEKCN WLJ@IQTV /CE&D PREBMVI #W UV BANK C

licences NOTE TGSWKTGU URGEKCN GPFQTUGOGPV QP .KEGPE
Regulation 81c

5EJGEWNG 2. 2QTVNCPF 300
2CTV 4QEM .QDUVGB. 2QTV (CKT]| 280
Regulation 381(c) 4. Warrnambool 440
20TV %CORDGNN 270
6. #RQNNQ $C| 20
7. 3BWGGPUENKHH 330
8. San Remo 360
20TV 9GNUJRQQN 320
10. .CMGU 'PVTCPEG 160
11. /CNNCEQQVC 190
4QEM .QDUVGT ECP CNUQ DG NCPFGF CV VJG HQNNQYk
1. Anglesea 10
2. $CTYQP *GCFU 30
3. %WCRG $TKFIGYCVGT 305
4. Cape Conran 402
Cowes 70

6. 'FGP 0GY 5QWVJ 9CNGU 997
NOTE TGSWKTGU URGEKCN GPFQTUGOGPV QP NKEGP

7. Flinders 100
8. Hastings 140
Inverloch 150

10. Lorne 180
11. /CTNQ ,GVV]| 404
12. /E.QWIJNKPU $GCEJ 255
13. Ocean Grove 32
14. 2QTV #NDGTV 250
2QTVUGC 2KGT 380

16. 5GCYQTMU 9KNNKCOUVQx®
17. Sorrento 380
18. Torquay 420
Ventnor (Cowes Jetty) 70

20. 9CNMGTXKNNG 5QWVJ 432
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APPENDIX 5: WHALE INTERACTION

BROCHURE

Minimising whale entanglements in

What is an entanglement?

Whales or dolphins can get tangled and caught in
fishing gear like ropes and nets. Entangled whales or
dolphins can drag fishing gear long distances.

Entanglements inhibit the whale's or dolphin's normal
behaviour. It can limit or prevent feeding or swimming.
Entanglements cause significant injuries and can be
fatal.

Who responds to entanglement?

Victoria's Emergency Management Framework
classifies whale and dolphin entanglements as declared
emergencies.

Victoria's Department of Environment, Land, Water and
Planning (DELWP) is the lead government agency that
responds to entanglements. Parks Victoria and the
Victorian Fisheries Authority support DELWP.

Established protocols direct the response to
entanglements. Disentanglement requires trained and
accredited staff, specialised equipment and vessels.
Fishers should never attempt to approach or free an
entangled animal.

Whale and dolphins in Victoria

A variety of whale and dolphin species inhabit Victorian
waters. Entanglements can occur when whales and
dolphins move into rock lobster fishing areas.

Whales most likely to entangle in rock lobster gear are:

Southern right whale

— slow swimming and migrate through coastal waters

— breed in-shore in coastal waters during winter
(between May to October)

Victoria

Information for rock lobster fishers

— have rough callosities on its head and very long
baleen plates, which can get tangled in gear

— are uncooperative and often aggressive making it
difficult to disentangle.

Humpback whale

— slow swimming

— migrate through Victorian waters during May to July
and November to December

— have increased in numbers in recent years and are
now more likely to entangle

— have very long flippers with knobby leading edges,
which get caught in gear.

Blue Whale

— quick swimming

— feed in Victorian waters from December to May

— co-exist alongside Rock lobster fisheries in the
Bonney Up-welling

— are at risk of having gear tangled in their baleen
plates and flippers when they feed

— are large and powerful making it very difficult to
disentangle.

Environment,
Land, Water
and Planning

ORIA

State
Government
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APPENDIX 6: NOTIFICATION TIMINGS

The notification timings associated with completing a fishing trip through
Vic-eCatch are:

The notification timings associated with an unloading where no trip was undertaken
(i.e. from wet well) through Vic-eCatch are:
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