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2018/19 SCALLOP (OCEAN) FISHERY TOTAL ALLOWABLE COMMERCIAL CATCH 

I have carefully considered the information available, including the draft report and the submissions that I received and have decided to continue the current 135 tonne TACC (1.5 tonne per licence holder) on the basis that this is a sustainable maximum harvest level. Maintaining 1.5 tonne of quota per licence will provide the opportunity for fishers to locate scallop beds that are considered to be viable and may inform future TACC setting. 

The Victorian Fisheries Authority (VFA) has received the draft final report abundance survey from Fishwell Consulting Pty Ltd, which indicated a continued low level of abundance throughout the fishery. Whilst the survey did find commercially available scallops, they were not at a level considered sufficient to provide ongoing recruitment to the fishery and justifiable to increase the TACC. 
This TACC and the tradeable nature of licences and quota units provides licence holders the opportunity to explore the fishery and to increase their quota by purchasing licences or leasing quota.
Travis Dowling

Chief Executive Officer

Victorian Fisheries Authority 
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