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Cheviot, 1854
Resting place of the Cheviot which foundered 
in Waterloo Bay anchorage on 24 March 1854. 
The Cheviot is archeologically significant for 
representing the remains of an early 19th 
century Atlantic, South Seas and colonial 
Australian whaling vessel.

On the move
A number of threatened transient marine fauna 
have been recorded in the area including the 
Southern Right Whale and Leatherback Turtle. 
Other marine mammals recorded in the area 
include the Humpback Whale, Andrew’s Beaked 
Whale, Pilot Whale, Sperm Whale, Goose-beaked 
Whale, Common Dolphin and Bottlenose 
Dolphin. Maintain safe distances around marine 
mammals.

Mapping the sea floor
Parks Victoria and Deakin University are 
working together to map the entire sea floor of 
Wilsons Promontory Marine National Park using 
multi-beam sonar mapping technology. The 
data gathered will inform future research, 
monitoring and emergency response planning. 
It will also help to track environmental change 
and areas vulnerable to particular threats, and 
identify new areas that are suitable for 
recreational activities.

So far, discoveries include:
• A 30 metre high underwater sand dune
• An underwater sand spit more than 2 km long
• Holes around 80 to 90 metres deep
• A number of channels on the ocean floor 
which may have been waterways when the 
park was part of the land bridge that joined 
the mainland to Tasmania during the last ice 
age, around 10,000 years ago.

Gulf of Carpentaria, 1885
The British passenger and cargo steamer Gulf of 

Carpentaria sank within 15 minutes after 
striking Carpentaria Rock (then unchartered) 

between Cleft and Anser Islands on 15 
September 1885. The wreck was not salvaged 

and is a fascinating deep water (50 m) dive site 
for experienced and qualified divers only.

Diving
In the right conditions there are numerous 
excellent diving opportunities from easily 

accessible shallow reefs to deep sub tidal reefs, 
sea grass beds, vertical granite walls, large 

boulders with swim throughs, caves, soft 
sediment and extensive pelagic zones. Popular 
dive sites for experienced and qualified divers 

are found around the Glennie Group of Islands, 
Anser Group of Islands, South East Point, 

Waterloo Bay, Bare Back Cove and Horn Point. 
Some commercial operators provide access by 

boat to the more remote dive locations.

Wilsons Promontory Marine National Park 
commences 300 m from the Low Water Mark on 

McHugh Is., Dannevig Is., and Great Glennie Is.

Snorkelling
On calm days there are opportunities for 

shore-based snorkelling along the northern and 
southern flanks of Norman Bay, the southern 

flank of Picnic Bay and at Refuge Cove.

Seal colony
Kanowna Is. and Anderson Islets support a large 
breeding population of Australian Fur Seals and 
a small number of New Zealand Fur Seals. Seals 
may also be found on Norman Is. These species 
were once more widely distributed around the 
Prom and are still recovering from near local 
extinction as a result of the sealing industry of 
the 1800s. 

Kanowna Island
Motorised and non-motorised vessels including 
sea kayaks are prohibited from within 200 m of 

Kanowna Is. from November to January 
(inclusive) and within 50 m of the island at 

other times of the year.

Cleft Island
This stunning formation rises 113 m out of the 

sea. It’s granite dome and deep caves carved 
into its southern flank gave rise to the 

nickname “Skull Rock”.
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Access to islands
Access to all islands in Wilsons Promontory Marine Protected Areas is prohibited. 
Access is permitted to beach areas only of Great Glennie and Rabbit Islands.
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