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Life is certainly as Forrest Gump quotes “ like a box of chocolate and you 

never know what you are gunnar get “ 

My Husband Phil started in the fishing industry as a young boy, you 

see his father Arthur,his brother Andrew and his grandfather Arthur were all 

fishers too and this is what helped shape Phil’s life.  Phil was born into a life on 

the sea and as years passed his passion has never wavered. 

In the 80’s Phil and I got married and started our life together like most in the 

fishing industry- in Debt for a Fishing Boat. So here we are a young family with 

the kids the house the Boat the dreams, we only had to figure out a way to 

make it all work. 

Many a week we did not know if we could meet the payments on the Boat or 

the House or simply afford life, it was bloody hard. Phil and many Fishers like 

him missed out on seeing their kids growing up, missed school activities, 

sporting activities they themselves also missed out on life.  Fishers have to 

work by the weather and of course make enough to support the Boat 

repayments, mortgage and life in general. Being a Fisher is not only a hard 

physical job but it can take its toll on your mental health too. 

Forward to 2015 – We made it... We finally freaking made it ! We had a 

successful business in Williamstown where we caught and processed Sardine, 

Blue Bait, White Bait and Glassy. We were packing bait for several Wholesale 

bait suppliers , supplying the General public and the Markets with FRESH 

LOCALLY CAUGHT SEAFOOD. Our daughters were involved in the family 

business both in the factory and as deck hands on the “VANCOUVER”. Life was 

great, then that bloody box of chocolates appeared in the form of a letter from 

the VFA. By 2022 you will no longer be able to fish in Port Phillip Bay. Each of 

the Fishers were given a payout figure depending on their catch history from 

the previous 5 years ( I think ) .each year that the offer was not taken you 

would lose 10% of the original offer. Our payout figure was very impressive 

and a fool if you did not take it and go live life. That is not what Phil wanted 

and I simply stated “ whatever you decide I am beside you “ 

So begins the fight to stay in the bay, We rallied, we protested, we wrote 

letters, had meetings, we cried we had some god awful fights, we were scared, 

we were stressed and life was falling apart, we had tried everything but our 

attempts were  futile. We were never going to win our right to continue in the 

Bay. Phil told the VFA to shove their pay out up their and simply 



said  “ I just want to fish”. That day in 2022 our girls and crew and factory 

workers were unemployed our multi million dollar business that was built on 

blood sweat and tears was worth NOTHING and closed their doors. 

 

Question- Since when did Commercial Fishers become so disposable ?  

 

We needed a plan for our future and after a lot of discussion a lot of ideas to 

and froing a plan came into shape. Portland is the answer !  

-Buy land 

-Build house 

-Have boat refitted 

-Have boat re surveyed for ocean access 

-Re build  

 

It is a privilege to be Commercial Fisher a duty of sorts to supply our fellow 

Australian's with the Freshest and best seafood in the world.! 

 

Portland is a 4 hour drive from where we live in Melbourne, after all these 

years of owning land ,due to covid and other circumstances in the building and 

construction industry our dream home in is not finished so we rent a house in 

town. 

The neighbours and general public are delightful and welcoming, it seems as 

though the next chapter of our lives would be exciting and wonderful ! 

 

How wrong was that....One of the 1st text conversations I had was with a man 

called Mathew . He and I had what I thought a nice conversation it 

seemed respectful, he did not want Commercial Fishers in the bay and he 

planned to fight to have the Bay closed to Commercial Fishers. We decided to 

disagree on our opinions wished each other good luck . 

 



That was the start of the end. 

 

NO NETTING IN PORTLAND BAY WAS FORMED, this site is the epitome of evil. 

I will say and have always said “ If we get kicked out of Portalnd Bay ( even 

though it is not a bay it is a coastline ) so bit it, but the truth needs to be told, 

not the misguided trash that the members of said site are being brainwashed 

with. 

 

From the beginning some of Portland’s community would report in to the No 

Netting site that Phil- Mr Netter- Old man was in town and the bay would be - 

THESE ARE FROM THE NO NETTING SITE- 

-  START CUTTING UP HIS NET

- -ENCOURAGING TOWN FOLK TO BOYCOTT A SEAFOOD SHOP WHO BUYS 

FISH FROM PHIL.  

- H  

- WE SHOULD PROTEST AT HIS BOAT EVERY TIME HIS HERE  

  THE PRESSURE WOULD BE GOOD –YEP IT CERTAINLY WOULD  

 

- IDIOTS SITTING ON THE WHARF, EVEN 1 IDIOT TOOK A PHOTO OF OUR 

CREW-NO IDEA THEY DID NOT GIVE NAMES 

-  

-   

- EACH TIME WE TRIED TO COMMENT AND SET THE RECORD STRAIGHT 

OURS AND DOZENS OF OUR FRIENDS AND FAMILY HAVE BEEN ABUSED, 

POST REMOVED AND THEN BANNED FROM THE SITE AS THE TRUTH 

DOES NOT SUIT THE NARRATIVE  

-  

- ONE DILL HINTED THAT WE SPREAD THE AB VIURS WITH OUR NETS-

 

- WE NEED TO SHOW THESE RUBBER NECKS HOW US LOCALS USE TO 

DEAL WITH THESE CLOWNS. OL PORTLAND STYLE, WITH PICTURES OF 

FISTS  

- CRUSH THE PEST –  



- THE FAMILY OPERATING THE BOAT ARE REALLY VINDICTIVE AND DON’T 

CARE FOR ANYONE ELSE- T 

- PRICKS OUT AGAIN DESTROYING THE ENVIRONMENT L 

- HAVE YOU ASKED THE GUY TO LEAVE- CERTAINLY HAVE-S  

- GOT THAT RIGHT, WOULD BE A SHAME IF HIS BOAT SANK LOL –  

 

- HOLES IN THE BOAT-  

- I’VE WITNESSED THS CLOWN IN THE BAY WIPE OUT TONNES OF 

UNDERSIZED FISH MISTAKING PILCHARDS FOR PINKIES WITH HIS SONAR 

ALWAYS FISIHNG IN THE DARK BECAUSE OF DEATH AND WASTE.IF HE 

WANTS SALMON THE SHOULD BEACH HAUL I’VE WORKED BESIDE THE 

BLOKE FOR TOO MANY YEARS TO ANSWER ALL THESE  

 QUESTIONS –  

- HE HAS VOWED TO DESTROY ALL OUR HARD KINGFISH RESEARCH 

INCLUDING ITS LOCALISED BLAH BLAH  STEVE DON’T GET ME STARTED 

DOWN YOUR WAY & WHAT I CAN PROVE WHAT HAPPENS WHEN YOUR 

BRAKE LIGHTS ARE DISCONNECTED. THIS IS NOT FOR YOU, YOU TRIED 

HERE BLAH BLAH-  

- SHARPEN YOUR PROPS AND STRAIGHT THREW THE NETS –  

 

I could go on and on as there are lots more on the site but you have the gist of 

it.  

 

It is important to point out that neither Phil or myself have ever met  

 

  

 

 

As for the rest of this trash written in my opinion,  lied to the 

members of the No Netting and many people in Portland by stating that Phil 

had broken the agreement- This is absolutely untrue. 1st of all there is NO 

HANDSHAKE AGREEMENT, there is only a CODE OF CONDUCT which state 

that Phil can fish in the Bay –restrcitions – no fishing on weekends, holidays 

etc which is absolutely abided by, the only laws broken on the agreement has 

been by THE RECREATIONALS- 



-Recreational Fishers agree to support the following practices. 

-Foster and encourage others to recognize the value of Commercial Fisher's in 

their Community. 

-Respect the legitimate and traditional fishing practices of Commercial Fisher's. 

 

This has led to a hate campaign, and I have a sneaking suspicion that these 

bullying and threatening tactics have been used on other Commercials that 

have sent them out the bay to fish elsewhere. It would be great if these said 

Fisher’s put their hand up and came forward, but I understand if they do not. 

 

And here we are today we have received a notice from the VFA that has sealed 

the nail on the coffin to our future in Portland. But do not be fooled we have 

not lost to lies as yet. The truth will come out one way or another, I make it my 

mission. I also make it my mission to help others in the fight against the system 

who want to get rid of us Commercial Fisher’s around Australia. 

 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT PEOPLE, YOU NEVER HEAR THE COMMERCIALS 

COMPLAINING ABOUT CATCHING NO FISH AND BLAMING IT ON THE 

RECREATIONALS. MAYBE ITS TIME TO ! 

SAVE COMMERCIAL FISHERS RIGHTS ! 

Kim 

 

 

 

  



From: Mark 

Sent: Friday, September 15, 2023 7:34 am 

To: luke.sullivan@vfa.vic.gov.au <luke.sullivan@vfa.vic.gov.au> 

Subject: Support for proposed fisheries notice 

  

To whom this concerns,  
I fully support the proposed Fisheries (Portland Bay Commercial Fishery) Notice 2023.  
 
Therefore I am writing to you regarding the commercial netting in the Portland Bay area of State 
waters under Ocean Access Fishery Licences and the negative impacts of such an activity. The types 
of commercial netting activity allowed under this access licence, especially with no cap on levels of 
take, has the potential to impact our local recreational fishing, marine ecosystem, and whale 
migration in a negative way.  
To date, there are 157 Ocean Access Fishery Licences in Victoria, and many are inactive. Should this 
situation change, and the latent effort be realised, the negative impact will potentially extend from 
current localised recreational fishing impacts to reputational damage for Victorian Fisheries 
Authority and the State.  
 
The Issue 
1. Recreational Fishing is important to Portland and the Southwest Region 
The Portland Bay area in Southwest Victoria is an important year-round, all weather recreational 
boat fishery for key fish species such as King George Whiting, Snapper and Southern Bluefin Tuna. 
The recreational game fishing in Portland, due to the proximity of the town to game fishing grounds, 
now has a National and International reputation. Due to stricter management measures in the multi-
jurisdictional Yellowtail Kingfish stock, principally removing commercial fishing effort for this species 
in NSW, an emerging and high value sports fishery for Yellowtail Kingfish has developed in Portland 
Bay. 
The regional community, local businesses, Local and State Governments have invested an enormous 
amount of money to promote the regional recreational fishery and to cater for local and visiting 
recreational fishers. The reputation of Portland as a world class, small boat recreational fishery and 
the subsequent tourism benefits are now under threat. 
2. Transfer of Commercial Fishing Effort is impacting Social Licence and Recreational Fishing 
A commercial operator who was subject to the Port Phillip Bay netting compensation process is now 
netting in important recreational fishing areas within Portland Bay under an Ocean Access Fishery 
Licence. This transfer of fishing effort is negatively impacting recreational fishing at Portland, due to 
competition for localised fishery resources. This is neither good policy, fishery management and is 
potentially a breach of the Fisheries Act 1995. 
3. Compliance with the Voluntary Code of Conduct and a 'Gentleman's agreement' between 
Commercial and Recreational Fishing 
In 1994, a  formal Code of Conduct was negotiated between government, commercial and 
recreational fishing to exclude commercial netting from important recreational fishing areas in 
Portland Bay. This was on top of a voluntary agreement that is being ignored by the new commercial 
operator and recreational fishers are rightly upset.  
Recreational King George Whiting and Snapper fishing took nearly a decade to recover from the 
localised depletion effects of commercial netting under a small number of ocean access fisheries 
licences operating in the area. 
4. Fisheries Regulations are no longer fit for purpose & Precedence 
Fisheries Regulations 2019 - Regulation 144 provides for a limited prohibition on all forms of netting 
in Portland Bay during public holiday long weekend and the Christmas and Easter periods. However, 



the modern recreational fishing community undertake fishing trips whenever they can take time off, 
and this is no longer predominantly Christmas, Easter, and public holidays. 
Regulation 144 further reinforces the historical non-compliance of the voluntary code of conduct by 
the commercial fishing sector. Regulation 144 was implemented as a direct result of the negative 
impact that commercial netting was having on the inshore recreational fishing catch rates and 
recreational experience.  
5. Other Environmental Concerns 
There are growing concerns across the broader local community that commercial fishing operations 
in the nearshore waters of Portland Bay will have negative impacts on the endangered Southern 
Right Whale migration and calving. The Conservation Management Plan for the Southern Right 
Whale 2011-2012 identifies the Portland Bay area as an emerging aggregation area.  
Whale entanglement in commercial netting is a listed key threatening process under the EPBA Act 
1999 and in the subsequent (2018) Threat abatement plan for the impacts of marine debris on the 
vertebrate wildlife of Australia’s coasts and oceans. Night operations by commercial netters in the 
subject waters and no Vessel Monitoring System in place will guarantee low TEP interaction 
reporting requirements and significantly increase the risk of ongoing whale entanglements.  
 

Our Request 
That as the responsible authority, you take action to: 
1. Immediately issue a Fisheries Notice under the Fisheries Act, that extends the Regulation 144 
temporal prohibition on commercial netting in Portland Bay to 365 days a year. 
2. Amend the Fisheries Regulations 2019 to prohibit all forms of commercial netting in Portland Bay 
and at a minimum, from a line between Point Danger, through Lawrence Rocks and to the Fitzroy 
River mouth. 
Thank you for your time on this matter. 
Yours Sincerely, 
Mark

 

Get Outlook for iOS 

 

  



Stephen

19 September 2023 
 
Victorian Fisheries Authority 
1 Spring Street 
Melbourne VIC 3000 
 
Subject: Strong Opposition to the Closure of Portland Bay to Commercial Fishermen 
 
Dear Sir, 
 
I hope this letter finds you well. I am writing to express my deep concern and opposition regarding the 
recent decision made by the Victorian Fisheries Authority (VFA) to close Portland Bay to commercial 
fishermen. It has come to my attention that this decision was made without investment warnings or 
sufficient scientific data or investigations supporting its necessity. Moreover, it appears to have been a 
knee-jerk reaction in response to complaints from recreational fishermen about commercial fishing 
activities. 
 
As an investor in the fishery industry and someone who holds four licenses enabling me to fish in the 
waters of Portland Bay, I am deeply affected by this closure. Not only does it directly impact my 
livelihood and financial investments but also jeopardizes the economic stability of many others who 
depend on these waters for their income. 
 
I find it disconcerting that such a significant decision has been taken without proper consideration of 
the potential consequences and without providing adequate evidence justifying its necessity. Scientific 
data should be at the foundation of any fisheries management decision as it ensures that actions are 
based on accurate information and not driven solely by public sentiment or unsubstantiated claims. 
 
Moreover, I am concerned that this hasty closure sets a concerning precedent for future decisions 
regarding other areas. If closures can be enacted swiftly based solely on complaints from recreational 
fishermen without comprehensive evaluation and consultation with all stakeholders involved, then no 
area is safe from being targeted whenever similar complaints arise. 
 
In order for stakeholders like myself to have confidence in decisions made by regulatory bodies such 
as VFA, transparency is crucial. It is imperative that decisions impacting our industry are informed by 
comprehensive research, objective evaluations, and thorough consultation with all affected parties. 
This includes both recreational and commercial fishermen, as well as other stakeholders who rely on 
the sustainable management of our marine resources. 
 
I respectfully request that you provide clarity on how this decision was arrived at and what scientific 
basis supports it. Additionally, I urge you to reconsider this closure in light of any new information or 
alternative strategies that could address the concerns raised by recreational fishermen while still 
allowing for sustainable commercial fishing activities. 
 
I appreciate your attention to this matter and kindly request that you keep me informed of any updates 
or developments regarding Portland Bay's closure. It is my hope that through open dialogue and 
collaborative efforts, we can work towards a fair and inclusive fisheries management system that 
considers the interests of all stakeholders involved, without hastily closing areas based solely on 
complaints. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Stephen 

 



  



Laura

16 September 2023 

Victorian Fishing Authority 

Subject: Concerns Regarding the Closure of Portland Bay to Commercial Fishing 

Dear Sir, 

I am writing to express my deep concern regarding the recent closure of Portland Bay to 

commercial fishing. As an avid lover of fresh local fish, I am greatly distressed by the impact 

this decision will have on the availability of such produce in the region. Unfortunately, due to 

my personal circumstances, I am unable to go fishing myself, making the accessibility of 

fresh fish from commercial sources of utmost importance to me. 

The closure of Portland Bay to commercial fishing will not only affect me but also numerous 

local residents who rely on the convenience and affordability of purchasing fresh fish from 

the markets. This decision will undoubtedly disrupt the livelihoods of many fishermen and 

fishmongers who depend on the bay for their income. Moreover, it will deprive the local 

community of a valuable resource and negatively impact the local economy. 

I understand the need for sustainable practices and the importance of preserving our natural 

resources. However, I strongly believe that there must be alternative solutions to address any 

concerns regarding overfishing or the depletion of fish stocks in Portland Bay. The closure of 

the bay seems like an extreme measure that will only serve to inconvenience and harm the 

local community. 

I kindly request that the Victorian Fishing Authority reconsider the closure of Portland Bay to 

commercial fishing. I urge you to explore alternative solutions, such as implementing stricter 

fishing regulations, monitoring practices, or seasonal restrictions, to ensure the long-term 

sustainability of the local fish population while still allowing commercial fishermen to 

provide fresh fish to the community. 

I am confident that with careful consideration and collaboration between the Victorian 

Fishing Authority, local fishermen, and concerned residents, a balanced approach can be 

achieved, which both protects the environment and supports the needs of the community. 

Thank you for taking the time to review my concerns. I trust that you will give this matter the 

attention it deserves and take appropriate action to address the impact of the closure on the 

local community. I look forward to a positive response and a favourable resolution to this 

issue. 

Yours sincerely, 

Laur



Anne-Marie  

16/09/2023 

 

Victorian Fishing Authority 

1 Spring Street 

Melbourne 3000 

 

 

Subject: Opposition to the Closure of Portland Bay to Commercial Fishing 

 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

 

I am writing to express my deep concern and opposition regarding the proposed closure of Portland 

Bay to commercial fishing activities such as netting and long lining. Particularly, I would like to address 

the potential impact this decision may have on the sustainable management of key species including 

King George Whiting, ling, flathead, and gummy shark. 

 

While I understand the need for conservation efforts in our marine ecosystems, it is crucial to consider 

both recreational and commercial fishing practices when making decisions that affect these valuable 

resources. Recreational fishing undoubtedly contributes significantly to local economies while 

providing enjoyment and relaxation for individuals and families alike. However, it is essential not to 

overlook the vital role played by responsible commercial fishing operations in maintaining a balanced 

and sustainable fishery. 

 

I would like to bring attention specifically to my family's involvement in commercial fishing. As holders 

of four commercial licenses including an Australian Commonwealth trawl licence, an Ocean Access 

licence, and two Victorian inshore trawl licenses, we have actively participated in this industry for 

years. These licenses reflect our commitment towards adhering to strict regulations imposed by 

authorities such as yours while ensuring sustainable catch limits are respected. 

 

Our family understands firsthand the importance of responsible fishing practices that prioritize 

conservation alongside economic viability. We have made significant investments in equipment and 

training necessary for operating within regulatory frameworks designed with sustainability at their 

core. 

 

The closure of Portland Bay without considering alternative measures or engaging with industry 

stakeholders poses a threat not only to our livelihoods but also undermines our commitment towards 

responsible resource management. Rather than imposing a blanket ban, I urge the Victorian Fishing 

Authority to work collaboratively with commercial fishermen and other stakeholders to develop 

targeted solutions that address conservation concerns while still allowing for sustainable fishing 

practices. 

 

By leveraging the expertise and knowledge of commercial fishermen, we can contribute invaluable 

insights into developing effective management strategies. These strategies could include measures 

such as improved monitoring, selective gear modifications, or seasonal restrictions that strike a 

balance between conservation goals and supporting the economic viability of our industry. 

 



 

I respectfully request that you reconsider the proposed closure of Portland Bay to commercial fishing 

activities and instead engage in transparent discussions with affected stakeholders. By fostering open 

dialogue and collaboration, we can collectively develop solutions that uphold both environmental 

stewardship and the sustainability of our local fishing communities. 

 

Thank you for considering my perspective on this matter. I trust that you will take into account these 

concerns as you make decisions regarding the closure of Portland Bay to commercial fishing practices. 

I am available should you require any further information or wish to discuss this issue in more detail. 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Anne-Marie  



 

  



Dear Luke, 

The Committee has reviewed the Draft Fisheries (Fisheries Portland Bay Commercial Fishery) Notice 

2023; we would like to suggest an amendment to change the line from the original landmark at Point 

Danger to the southeast outer tip of (Sir Lawrence Rocks) as detailed in our initial proposal.  

Point Danger and the reef line structure to the outer southeast tip of Sir Lawrence Rocks are 

essential because this area's reef structure holds a diversity of fish species that are important to 

recreational fishing in Portland. This habitat is also essential in that the ecosystem of that area 

allows the fish species to migrate from the reef into the zoned bay area.  

This important recreational area is popular with Whiting and Kingfish anglers.    

 

Proposed New Mark    Draft Notice Current, Including New Line 

 



New Proposed Marks: 

          

Regards, 

 Mathew , 

 On behalf of the No Netting in Portland Bay Committee.  

  



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

From: uru 

Sent: Thursday, 21 September 2023 7:29 AM 

To: Luke Osullivan (VFA) <luke.osullivan@vfa.vic.gov.au> 

Subject: Thank you for the great and excellent work you are doing for the reef and the ocean to 

prevent the fish and to be look after, I do support you in all verifications written. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

,

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




